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Advice to Future Honors Students
I would start off this section by first writing what is essential to a successful student production.
The two most crucial parts of a good production are time and a good producer. I tried to film this
entire script while being the Director of Photography for a television production Capstone course
that took up every waking moment of my life. That really hindered me and I would suggest
doing this during a relatively free semester. Make sure you put in the time to develop your idea
as well: you don't want to look at the script halfway through production and wish you changed
something. I developed my script for over a year.
The second most important piece of a successful production is a good producer who believes in
the project as much as you do. This can be tough in school because no one is getting paid and
everyone is busy producing their own materials and going to class. However, if you can find
someone who reads your script and says "I want to help produce this and make this to its full
potential," then you need to scoop that person up and make them your producer immediately.
You honestly shouldn't start producing the project without a person like that - it is impossible to
produce something alone. Believe me, I know. It is so important to have someone to remind you
that your script is good when things go bad. If you can't lock down a set for a certain day or an
actor bails on you at the last minute, a good producer will be your life preserver.
My biggest piece of advice to offer future Honors students in the video production field is to not
sell yourself short. I spent a good portion of my time at Syracuse talking about how useless
college is about actually teaching skills that are relevant in the industry. As someone whose
primary interest lies in production, particularly in camerawork, Newhouse wasn't exactly the
perfect place to be.
Back to my initial point, I am spending my final semester at the SU Los Angeles campus where I
am interning at Happy Madison Productions. Today, the day I am writing this, Happy Madison
released a teaser trailer for Joe Dirt 2: Beautiful Loser, a movie they are co-producing. The
teaser is filled with ridiculous gags and stunts, but I noticed two things in particular. The first
thing was how terrible one of the shots looked. It involves David Spade standing in front of a
poorly lit green screen with an American flag behind it. I'm not sure if it looks bad because it is
part of a gag in the movie, but it looks unprofessional. The second thing I noticed was a bit of
audio in the middle of the teaser was severely muffled. And these aren't just any extra's lines,
these are lines being delivered by Christopher Walken.
Anyone can have a shiny microphone or an expensive camera, but it is more about what people
do with that equipment than the equipment itself. Even though I have worked with lower-quality
equipment, I have been able to produce some fun material. Kids in USC are given millions of
dollars of equipment from day one, and they produce some good stuff too. If you stay true to
your guns and try to produce things to the best of your abilities, the shiny equipment will come
along. Honestly, we produce a lot of things at Newhouse that are above professional quality,
hence the Joe Dirt reference. So long as you have a good script and the drive ...and a producer.
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